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SOME NOTES ON THE GRASS GENUS 
AMPHIBRQMVS 

(With Hie iInscription of a species new to science) 

Uv P. ¥ Mdkki.s. National Herbarium 

The rifiiwe Hf nphibromus is derived from the iwu Greek 
words, ampin, *"afonnd v nr on both sides, and brawnx. a 4/ wftd 
oat. v ’ in reference lei the resemblance of the grass to a hrnmns. 
Our conu mom species of tiromux is H, uniohidc, r. H. b* and K.. 
Praii it- Grass. which is an excellent [odder for moist situation^ 
Our common name for Amphihroinux is Swamp Wallaby. 

Thc specifs of the genus Amphihvomus are moisture loving, 
and they are to he found growing in water, alongside river hanks 
am! on dried swamps. Stock of all classes are fond of the nutri- 
ii<ms fodder supplied by the plants, and I have noticed ihm m>nt 
are verv often caught in water shaded by a dump of Swamp 
Wallaby. Perhaps these fish ate as fond of the ripened grain 
as thev are of the seed of Glyr.r.r'ui fhtittwx. Manna Grass, 
another swamp species. 

The classification of the species of these useful plains* has 
been in a very liad state, and great difference of opinion has 
existed regarding their names, Mr. Jason R. Swallcn. whilst 
identifying a collection of Australian grasses, found a new 
species, which he has described as Amphihramns raoivvatu* in 
rhe A men can Journal of Botany. Vo!. 18. 1931. This species 
was collected in the National Park, Tasmania, by nor fellow 
member. Mr. Raleigh A- Black, who had forwarded a collection 
to the United States National Herbarium, f have found one 
specimen of the. plant from New South Wales, so it* is quite 
likely a native to Victoria. 

Sir Joseph Hooker, in his monumental work the Flora Tax- 
nwuica. deals with two specie* under the genus Danthonia, 
namely D. nervosa and JT Arch&ri. Other writers have proved 
that these species rightly belong to Amphibrennus , but do not 
separate the species. An examination of the Australian materia), 
dearly shows, in my opinion, that Hooker was correct in sepa¬ 
rating them- His figures agree exactly with specimens repre¬ 
sented in the National Herbarium collections. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE GENUS 
The genus from the point of distribution is a most interesting 
rmc and there arc now seven species known ro science. South 
America has iwu, New Zealand one, and Australia four s peeks- 
Thereare few examples of such a unique distribution of gras* 
species as tluit of Awphibroimis. In fad, there are, only three 
genera with .similar distribution. They are OisJuirifis. Salt 
Grass, which grows around our sea -Coasts where it proves a 
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useful saml-hind^i, awl il is found in America and Anstralia. 
Triodia is found in North anti South America and Australia, 
and it is represented in the Malice «mrl the dry interior by ihe 
well-known Porcupine Grass. T. irritans. The third genus is 
Lcptoloma, which is found in North America and North 
Australian States. 

Kf.y to Species 

Awn attached to the midtile oi the lemma, nerves not protruding i»>io 
awns, — 

Flowers 4-7 awn bent 17-18 min, long .... 1. A. Nkk$Jt. 

Floors 7-10: awm XI mnt. long, straight .. 2. A. gracilis. 

Awn above the middle of the lemma, nerves protruding in awns*— 

Flowers 2-3; awn slightly above middle, 


nearly Ji un long, ] cm. long above the 

^ bend.. 3- A, AftCtfW. 

Flowers 4-0; awll near Die summit, awn 
bent 1.1*14 mm. long, 8-9 mm. above bend: 
dark. .. .. .. . 4. D. mkcunvatus. 


L Amphibromus Neitsi- r, St.cud. .Swamp Wallaby, 
fhc synonymy of the specific name is rather lengthy, but a brici 
outline of troubles which botanists have to contend with may he 
of interest. In the Flora Novcc Hollmulicc, 1810. Robert Brown, 
described the. plant as Avcno nervosa from a specimen collected 
around Pon Jackson. Jn J854 Stendcl named the plant A. Accsii. 
Sir Joseph Hooker used the species name nervosa, hut placed it 
under Danthonia in the Flora Tasman ica, 1858. Drnce in Report 
of the Botanical Exchange Club British Isles records it as Amphi • 
brawns iwrvosns (R.Bi\). Druce. Amplribromus nerjnsits. Nee.s, 
is given as a synonym of Danthonur by Honker, but Nees did not 
publish a specific name. T^amarck in 1791 had published a pre¬ 
vious Avcva vej’vosa. i 

Swamp Wa.M«ihy is a perennial plant with erect stems from 
40-125 cm, high. Leaf sheaths slightly rough, liguk tapering* 
8-15 mm. long; lea T-blades fiat and firm 15-20 cm long. 5-5. mm. 
wide, nerves prominent rough above, nearly .smooth beneath, 
inflorescence a narrow panicle tapering 20-40 on. long. Ihe lower 
part enclosed bv a sheath. Spikelcts on capillary stalks H-2 cm. 
icoig. 4-7 flowered; glumes obtuse or acute, the first 4-5 nun. long, 
the second 5*5 mm. long. 3-5 nerved: lemmas with 5 nerves, 
obtuse, ei’O'SC, the lowermost 6 mm long, awn placed junl ahuve 
the middle; awn brownish geniculate, twisted below the bend 
17-18 mm. long (fig. 4). 

Found in wet places throughout Australia. 

Amphibronws Qf(wills, l 3 . F. Morris. Sp.nov. 

Graceful Swamp Wallaby. 

Oi In it is repeub, mi tuns: rami* ereerts siinplicilms 50-70 cm. aUi; 
ligula elniigafa. meinbranacca, subhyalina 7-10 mm. longa, Folia 
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